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	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is essential for the scientific community as it explores the critical connection between lesson planning and curriculum alignment in the context of science education, specifically for student teachers at Mukuba University. Examining how student teachers integrate curriculum standards into their lesson plans during school experience, the study contributes to understanding best practices in teacher preparation and curriculum implementation. The findings provide valuable insights into the challenges and successes of aligning lesson plans with curricular goals, which can inform teacher training programs, curriculum development, and policy-making in science education. This research has the potential to enhance the quality of science instruction and promote more effective teaching strategies in educational institutions globally.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract of the article is comprehensive and provides a clear overview of the study's objectives, methodology, findings, and recommendations. However, there are areas where minor adjustments could enhance its clarity and impact:

1. Clarify the research objectives
While the objectives are mentioned, you could explicitly emphasize the study's contribution to bridging the gap between curriculum alignment and practical implementation.

2. Simplify methodology details
The mixed-methods approach is well-explained, but it might be beneficial to streamline this part by focusing on how the methods directly address the research questions.

3. Highlight key findings succinctly
While the findings are detailed, you might consider consolidating them slightly to avoid redundancy (e.g., summarizing misalignment in curriculum and teaching methods in one concise statement).

4. Reframe recommendations for impact
The recommendations could emphasize actionable solutions, such as specific strategies for professional development or resource allocation, to make them more immediately applicable.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references cited in the introduction and literature review are relevant, but there are a few areas where the inclusion of additional recent and context-specific references would enhance the depth and credibility of the manuscript. Here are some suggestions:

1. Global Perspective on Curriculum Alignment
· Incorporate more recent studies or reviews on curriculum alignment and its impact on teaching effectiveness, especially those published post-2020, to update the perspective on global trends.

· For example, you could include works that specifically address the alignment of science curricula in developing countries or the integration of technology into lesson planning for alignment purposes.

2. African Context
· While the references to Muthwii and Ngatia (2016) and Vavrus et al. (2011) provide valuable insights, consider adding newer studies that explore curriculum alignment challenges across Africa. Recent research may also discuss advancements in addressing these challenges, such as the adoption of digital tools or revised teacher training frameworks.

· Examples: Studies on how teacher education programs in Africa have adapted post-COVID-19 to align curricula with online or hybrid teaching methods.

3. Zambian Context
· Expand on recent research focusing specifically on Zambia’s Revised Curriculum Framework. Ngoma et al. (2021) is cited, but additional references on recent developments in Zambia’s teacher education programs or practical implementation of science curricula would add depth.

· Consider including any government or NGO reports on the effectiveness of the Revised Curriculum Framework since its implementation.

4. Pedagogical Approaches and Assessment Practices
· Add references to studies that address learner-centered and inquiry-based approaches, as this aligns with the emphasis on such strategies in the Revised Curriculum Framework.

· Example: Literature on formative assessment practices in science education in developing countries or contexts with resource constraints.

5. Mentorship and Professional Development
· The role of mentorship and continuous professional development in helping student teachers align lesson plans with the curriculum could be further supported with references to studies highlighting best practices.

· Example: Recent studies on mentorship frameworks or capacity-building programs in teacher education, especially those tailored for African or developing countries.
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