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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Such studies are important because assessing soil pollution can improve farming practices, protect the environment, strengthen the economy, and protect consumers. This study is viewed as an investment in the health of current and future generations and support for initiatives aimed at achieving sustainable development. However, this research falls short of these goals because it lacks essential details in the experimental design, methodology, and discussion of results. 

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No
HEAVY METAL CONTAMINATION IN SOILS NEAR WASTE DUMPSITE IN ADO-EKITI, NIGERIA USING POLLLUTION AND GEO-ACCUMULATION INDICES
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Yes
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	References should be updated with references after 2022.
	.

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	I recommend a thorough English grammatical revision.
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The introduction lacks depth in explaining significance of the study. There is no clear identification of research gaps or a robust justification for evaluating soil contamination in Ado-Ekiti after the research by Olubanjo and Olanrewaju (2019) who found high concentrations of lead, zinc, and magnesium in soils near dumpsites in Ado-Ekiti, raising concerns about the risk of these metals entering the ecosystem and even food sources if such soils are used for agriculture or composting.
2. The soil texture type of the study area must be specified.

3. Fig.1 and 2 are not of good quality and should be replaced.

4. Soil sampling procedures lack clarity regarding representativeness and number of samples.

5. Clare the background values that you used to assess the level of soil contamination.
6. References documenting the equations used must be cited.

7. References documenting the heavy metal analysis used must be cited.

8. Include the limits of quantification (LOQ) and detection (LOD) of the five heavy metals in the soil samples studied.

9. It would be interesting to have a division in clusters of the layers of the collected soil to have an estimation of how deep each of the heavy metals invades the ground.

10. The discussion is superficial and does not adequately compare the results with existing studies. Try to discuss results with recent literature and provide reasoning for the responses recorded. Improve the discussion with logical and reasoning approaches.
11. Conclusions: I think that adding a few lines dealing with the importance of the manuscript topic is desirable.

12. Authors are encouraged to improve English writing.
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