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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript addresses the relationship between FDI inflows and economic growth, focusing on startup development in India. It highlights the role of initiatives like "Startup India" in attracting FDI and fostering startups. The study provides insights that could help policymakers align FDI strategies with economic growth and startup development.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title reflects the content of the study. However, it can be made more specific to emphasize the empirical analysis. A suggested title is: "Impact of FDI Inflows on Economic Growth and Startup Development in India: An Empirical Analysis."
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is fairly comprehensive but could benefit from more precise phrasing and the inclusion of key methodological details. For example, it should clearly state the type of regression model used and the timeframe of the study. Overgeneralized claims about causality should be avoided unless supported by robustness checks.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is methodologically sound but has limitations. It uses OLS regression and Granger causality tests, which are insufficient to establish true causality. The scope is limited to two sectors (merchandise and services), which reduces the generalizability of the findings. These methods are limited in establishing true causality. The lack of robustness checks, alternative models, or broader sectoral inclusion weakens the validity of the results. The interpretation of a low R-squared value as evidence of a good model fit is incorrect and requires revision.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient and include recent studies. However, the manuscript relies heavily on secondary sources like "Business Standard," which affects the credibility. Incorporating more peer-reviewed journal articles would improve the quality.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language is generally clear but contains grammatical errors and awkward phrasing. For instance, "particularly emphasis" (Abstract) and "while FDI can substantially benefit startups, it also entails risks" (Introduction) need correction. A thorough proofreading is recommended.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript does not discuss the risks associated with FDI, such as capital withdrawal during economic downturns, nor does it propose governance mechanisms to mitigate these risks. Including these points would make the analysis more balanced and comprehensive.
No evidence of plagiarism was detected, but it is advisable to confirm originality with plagiarism detection software.

There are no competing interests apparent in the manuscript.

There are no ethical concerns with the manuscript. The author used publicly available data, and the research is transparently conducted.
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