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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The use of biological control agents to control diseases is one of the most important strategies aimed at obtaining food free of chemical pesticide residues. It is also safe for the environment as it does not pollute it, and does not affect animals. Therefore, everyone encourages the use of this method.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title lacks specificity as it only describes one method for evaluating the biocontrol agent's effectiveness. A more focused title could be ( Isolation and Identification of Rhizospheric Bacteria and Their Effectiveness in Reducing Infection Ratio of Postharvest Apple Fungal Rot).
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract was comprehensive, but it was necessary to arrange the inhibition values ​​from highest to lowest as shown in the results.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Yes, it is.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are sufficient but not recent enough, as there are 40 references, only 24 of them are from the last 10 years, which represents 60% of the references, including 15 references from the last 5 years, which represents only 37.5%.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes, it is.
	

	Optional/General comments


	· Was the soil from which the bacteria were isolated cultivated or barren (during plant growth or after harvest)? Please specify.
· What is the purpose of incubating the dual cultures at 28 degrees for 7 days? Please explain.
· Indicate the type of microscope used for diagnosis (manufacturer).
· Since you have indicated the morphology of the isolated bacteria, please add pictures showing the shapes and colors of the colonies if available.
· Do you mean the NCBI website by "gene bank"? Or another website? Please clarify
· When evaluating the effectiveness of a biological agent in controlling a disease, more than one test must be used and not rely on the infection rate inhibition test only. You can mention the severity of the infection or the effectiveness of the biological agent in inhibiting a specific enzyme...etc.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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