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Please write a few sentences regarding the
importance of this manuscript for the scientific
community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be
required for this part.

This manuscript provides valuable insights into how the COVID-19 pandemic disrupted primary
preventive dental care within Brazil's Universal Health System (SUS) during its first two years. By
analyzing the pandemic's impact on access, service delivery, and public health outcomes, the study
highlights critical gaps in preventive care and their implications for oral health equity. The findings
contribute to understanding the resilience and adaptability of health systems under crisis conditions,
offering lessons for policymakers and healthcare providers to strengthen future pandemic
preparedness and maintain essential services. This work is a crucial resource for advancing strategies
to ensure uninterrupted oral health care during public health emergencies.
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