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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The manuscript studied the effect of cassava wall sugars and uronic acids on the retting of cassava by means of a traditional starter. The problem is interesting as it has practical implications for the conditioning of cassava roots, as well as for the preparation of traditional foods. The results shown in the manuscript provide interesting guides on the management of cassava fermentation using traditional starters. As mentioned in the introduction, cassava fermentation can be carried out with more technological starters, but this approach is limited in rural conditions.

	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	I think the title reflects well the nature of the study.
.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	In general, the description made in the abstract is correct, but it should be revised to correct types and grammatical errors

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	In general, the manuscript is correct. However, the content can be improved by extending and improving the discussion of the results.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Yes
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	English can be improved.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The manuscript can be improved in the following points:

1. The traditional starter (sta_96) should be described in some detail. Aspects such as preparation, conditioning and variability can be commented on. If possible, provide insight into the starter's microbial population.

2.  Subsection 2.2, more details should be given about the 8 varieties of cassava. Perhaps, comment on methods of cultivation and estimation of tons consumed.
3. . Regarding the fermentation kinetics, only the rate (kinetic constant) was reported, which assumes that the kinetics can be described as a first-order fermentation process. Perhaps it would be illustrative and useful to show the kinetic data to evaluate if there are kinetic transitions in the fermentation process. This is of practical interest to optimize fermentation times.
4. 7. Figure 3, provide a graph with the legends in English. If this is not possible, provide the French to English translations in a table footer.
5. Improve the discussion of results, with special emphasis on the main practical implications of the results. If possible, provide simple guidelines to improve the fermentation process, which would be useful to consumers.
I believe that the above changes may lead to a manuscript that could be recommended for publication.

I think the results reported in the manuscript are interesting, although they can be improved. After addressing the recommendations made in my report, the manuscript can be recommended for publication.
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