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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript provides information on the morphological, and physiological characteristics of Sclerotinia sclerotiorum, a significant pathogen responsible for brinjal stem rot. This knowledge of the optimal growth conditions of the fungus is needed in developing effective disease management strategies against this virulent pathogen.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No, a precise title such as “Characterization of Sclerotinia sclerotiorum Causing Stem Rot of Brinjal” would be better
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is descriptive but lacks clarity in sentence structure. For example, "The morphological, cultural, and physiological characteristics of Sclerotinia sclerotiorum were investigated in solids" is not clear. Did the authors mean soil or solid culture medium?

Also, the abstract should mention briefly the significance of the research, the research gap, findings and application in disease management.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	yes
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Not sufficient
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes
	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The introduction should include more information about Sclerotinia sclerotiorum, its economic importance, and previous studies on the morphology, culture, and physiology of the organism.

2. The research gap has to be stated clearly to justify the necessity of the study.

3. The process of pathogen isolation and how contamination was avoided should be mentioned under methodology.

4. More information is required on the composition of the PDA medium and if any alterations were done, i.e., the addition of any antibiotics.

5.  How many replicates for each experiment were performed? Was the experiment repeated to check for reproducibility?

6. The mycelial characteristics description can be supported by high-quality microscopic photographs.

7. A comparison of the results with earlier research should be done and the differences, if any, explained in the discussion section.

8. The discussion should also be linked to disease management. In what ways do these results assist in managing Sclerotinia sclerotiorum?

9. Were there differences in sclerotia formation under various pH and temperature regimes?

10. The units need to be formatted consistently

11. Citations should be provided where previous studies are referred to or compared, especially in the methodology.

12. Discussion should be more questioning, especially with previous studies.
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	Reviewer’s comment
	Author’s comment (if agreed with the reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in detail)
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