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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.


	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript is significant for the scientific community as it provides crucial insights into the prevalence of fungal and mycotoxin contamination in human food and animal feeds in Bomet County, Kenya. By identifying key fungal species and quantifying aflatoxin levels, the study highlights public health risks and the need for improved food safety measures.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title of the article is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Your abstract provides a solid overview of the study, but it could be refined for clarity, coherence, and completeness. Here are some areas for improvement:
a. Clearly states the research objective (fungal and mycotoxin contamination in food and animal feed).
b. The study's implications for public health and recommended actions should be briefly mentioned. 
c. The abstract does not specify how many samples tested positive for aflatoxins.
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Your manuscript is generally well-structured, but it has some scientific inaccuracies and areas that need improvement for clarity and precision. Here are a few key points:

a. Terminology & Grammar: "ELIZA-based envirologist Quick Toxin Kit" should be corrected to "ELISA-based EnviroLogix QuickTox Kit" (if referring to the actual commercial kit).
b. Methodology Issues: The study mentions fungal classification based on “macro, micro-morphological features, and biochemical methods.” However, biochemical methods are not commonly used for fungal identification. Did you use molecular methods (e.g., PCR) for confirmation? If not, the statement should be revised.
c. Data Interpretation & Statistical Validity: You mention a 34.1% contamination rate but do not provide information on the threshold used for defining contamination. Was it based on a specific regulatory limit (e.g., EU, FDA, or KEBS standard)?

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Kindly add some more references relevant to your manuscript as suggested:
a. (Naik RA, Koiri RK, Ahi JD. Emerging fusarium mycotoxins and their toxicological effects on mammals).
b. (Chhonker S, Rawat D, Naik RA, Koiri RK. An overview of mycotoxins in human health with emphasis on development and progression of liver cancer. Clin. Oncol. 2018;3:1408). 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Few grammatical mistakes are there to make this article more suitable for publication in this journal?
	

	Optional/General comments


	Overall, this is a well-executed study with valuable findings. Strengthening clarity, interpretation, and recommendations will enhance its impact.
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