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	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	Lassa fever is a hemorrhagic disease common in Africa, and SNHL is a significant complication of this disease that has serious repercussions on the quality of life of those who suffer it. Since there is no cure and treatment options are both limited and expensive, understanding the mechanisms of SNHL by Lassa fever could give rise to alternative therapeutic or preventive options that are cheaper and more effective for patients. 
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	Yes, the title is suitable.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract is okay. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	Since it is a review, it is scientifically correct, but more information should be added. 
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Most parts of the paper have references.
Hearing loss in Lassa fever survivors has profound implications for communication, quality of life, and socioeconomic well-being. This section has no references. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. However, the author needs to check for grammar and spelling mistakes. 
Ex: long-term is missing hyphen
	

	Optional/General comments


	In the introduction, please describe Lassa's disease in more detail. Include more epidemiologic data like affected age group, population affected, socioeconomic status, type of disease, clinical manifestations, transmission mechanism, diagnostic methods, mortality rate, other long-term complications, etc. At least include a small paragraph to better understand the disease before talking about sensorineural hearing loss (SNHL). 
Describe better the SNHL found in Lassa fever, for example, how long it takes after the disease to manifest, whether other auditory symptoms are present, how long it takes to be diagnosed, how severe it can be, is it reversible or curable, what age group is more affected, etc.  
Potential Mechanisms of Hearing Loss in Lassa Fever

Author needs to expand more on the physiopathology of the four mechanisms. In addition, the author includes research recommendations in this section, but these recommendations need to be moved to the research implications section. 
Clinical Implications Section
Since this paper focuses heavily on SNHL, the author needs to talk more about how SNHL impacts the lives of those affected. The author only mentioned one line and put no references supporting it. 
What are the clinical findings of SNHL, and what findings can be observed in the different diagnostic tests?
Author did not mention treatment options for the disease. Are these treatments affordable and easy to acquire, or is there no treatment?

This section needs a more in-depth analysis, as the recommendations are too general and vague. For example, 
during the disease, is there any treatment that can reduce the appearance of the disease? Primary and Secondary prevention

What is the initial test to be made? At what level can it be given? At the primary level or can these tests only be done at hospitals or by specialists? What is the order of the screening tests? Which test is considered the gold standard? 
What type of screening campaigns, how often do they have to be made, or where do they have to be made to detect SNHL? Who is the target population for screening?
What activities can be done for tertiary prevention?

Fig 2 could also be arranged by adding some of this information.

Research Implications

· The author lists the research gaps but does not explain how studying each of these gaps could help prevent or cure SNHL.  
· In antiviral medications, the author mentions Ribavirin. Why only this medication? Are there other antivirals available or in clinical trials to treat this disease?
· The author mentions that the Lassa vaccine is in research but does not explain in what phase of research the vaccine or vaccines are or their effectiveness if tested so far. 

Double-check the English for grammar and spelling mistakes.
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