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	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study is an important document for the scientific community. The study addresses a pertinent and recurring challenge to the sub-Saharan region of Africa, which all medical practioners need to study and note. Pulmonary Tuberculosis is still a priority lookout area amongst all disease control areas in the region of study. Hence appropriate. 
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	The Title is OK. However, a title incorporating the nuances of the ‘SMART’ acronym would have benefited the study.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The Abstract is seemingly OK. However, a couple of more Key words like ‘Sub-Saharan Africa’ and ‘Lymph Node involvement’ would have helped. 
	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript is scientifically correct. However, in section 2.4 Definition of operational variables, these two sentences may have to be re-defined – ‘Transfer (T) refers to any patient registered in the tuberculosis register at another center and sent to this one to continue their treatment…; ….At the end of anti-tuberculosis treatment, we will refer to treatment completed (T) when a patient reaches the end of their treatment’. As both Transfer and treatment completed are mentioned as ‘T’.
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	Majority of the references are recent. Also, the number of references cited (31 in number) are seemingly sufficient for the paper. However, the format could have been more aligned and arranged across, throughout. The last paper cited (1996) is seemingly outdated. 
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	Some sections need better English. Ex: In the Research Methodology section, the sentence ‘Our study included all patients aged 16ans and older’needs proper alignment.
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