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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	This manuscript addresses a topic relevant to the scientific community by exploring the pedagogical principles employed in civic education at higher education institutions in Zambia. The research contributes to the literature by examining the intersection between teaching methods and students' civic participation, an aspect that can strengthen citizenship education in emerging democratic contexts. In addition, the analysis of the challenges faced by educators in implementing more modern pedagogical approaches provides insights for educational managers and policymakers. The study may influence future curricular reforms and teaching strategies aimed at citizen education.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	The title, "Effective Pedagogical Principles in Teaching Civic Education: A Case Study of Higher Learning Institutions in Zambia", is suitable as it reflects the focus of the research and the studied context.
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	The abstract effectively presents the objectives, methodology, and key findings of the study. However, some suggestions for improvement include: clearly specifying the number of institutions involved in the research; highlighting the study’s primary contribution to the literature on civic education; improving clarity when discussing the challenges faced by educators, making them more objective.

Suggested revision of a section: "The study was qualitative and employed a qualitative multiple-case study design:"This qualitative study employed a multiple-case design involving selected higher learning institutions in Zambia, using semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions to collect data from educators and students."

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	The manuscript demonstrates theoretical and methodological coherence, drawing on models such as Mezirow’s transformative learning theory and Arnstein’s citizen participation model. I suggest including more empirical evidence (citations from previous studies) to support some claims, particularly regarding the practical impacts of adopting interactive methods in civic education. I also recommend adopting a more structured approach, for example, by categorizing obstacles into areas such as infrastructure, teacher training, and institutional support.
	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	The references are good, but I suggest including some more recent ones, especially on citizenship education and active learning methodologies in higher education. Some cited references have broken or inaccessible links, so it is necessary to check the availability and validity of the sources.
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The article demonstrates a good level of academic English.
	

	Optional/General comments


	The study could benefit from a more in-depth discussion of educational policies in Zambia and how they impact the adoption of innovative pedagogies. Also, the methodology section could include a brief justification for choosing the multiple-case study design. And the recommendation for institutions to review civic education curricula could be complemented with examples of best practices adopted in other countries.
Strengths: the manuscript presents a relevant and well-defined research topic; the theoretical framework is sound, drawing from well-established models such as Mezirow’s Transformative Learning Theory and Arnstein’s Citizen Participation Model; the study employs an appropriate qualitative methodology with multiple case studies, semi-structured interviews, and focus group discussions; findings are insightful and contribute to the ongoing discussions on civic education and pedagogy in higher learning institutions.

References: Some references are outdated or have broken links.
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	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript?
	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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