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PART 1: Comments

Reviewer’'s comment Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that
part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write
his/her feedback here)

Please write a few sentences regarding the The manuscript provides valuable insights into the profitability analysis of women
importance of this manuscript for the scientific entrepreneurs in the palm oil refinery business in Kigoma, Tanzania. This research highlights
community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be | critical socioeconomic and operational factors influencing profitability, which is essential for
required for this part. policymakers, development practitioners, and academicians aiming to support women-led

enterprises in agribusiness. Moreover, it contributes to the literature on gendered
entrepreneurship in developing economies.

Is the title of the article suitable? The title is appropriate, concise, and descriptive. It effectively communicates the study's focus
(If not please suggest an alternative title) on profitability and the demographic context of women entrepreneurs in the Kigoma region. No
changes are recommended.

Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do The abstract is comprehensive and effectively summarizes the study. However, for improved

you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some clarity:
points in this section? Please write your e Briefly mention the policy implications derived from the findings.
suggestions here. o Explicitly state the study's contribution to addressing the gap in literature on gendered

entrepreneurship.

Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please The manuscript appears scientifically sound, with robust methodology and data analysis. However:
write here. e Clarify any assumptions made in the regression model.
e Provide additional context regarding the limitations of the study.

Are the references sufficient and recent? If you The references are sufficient and include a mix of recent and relevant sources. If possible, include
have suggestions of additional references, please | more recent studies (post-2020) to provide updated context.
mention them in the review form.
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Is the language/English quality of the article
suitable for scholarly communications?

The language is clear but can benefit from minor grammatical revisions to enhance readability. For
instance:

e Revise sentence structures in the abstract and conclusion for conciseness.

e Ensure consistent use of tense throughout the manuscript.

Optional/General comments

[0 Highlight innovative approaches or methodologies employed in the study.

[0 Expand on the implications for local and national policy, especially in supporting women
entrepreneurs.

Clarify the alignment of study objectives with the broader research problem. Suggest
integrating the findings into a global context to enhance the manuscript's impact.

Suggest minor revisions to improve the clarity and depth of the discussion.

The manuscript presents a detailed analysis of the profitability of women entrepreneurs in the palm oil
refinery sector in Kigoma Municipal, Tanzania. The study is well-structured and highlights critical
variables influencing profitability, such as labor costs, refinery charges, and education level. The
findings offer valuable insights for supporting women-led enterprises in agribusiness, addressing both
economic and social challenges.

To improve the manuscript further:

1. Provide more detail about how specific variables were measured or categorized (e.g., "costs of
refinery process" and "transportation costs"). This will enhance reproducibility.

2. Expand the discussion to connect the findings to global trends in women entrepreneurship and
oil palm production. Compare your results with similar studies in other regions to provide a
broader perspective.

3. Address minor language issues for better readability. Consider professional editing to ensure
the manuscript meets scholarly communication standards.

4. Elaborate on how the findings can directly influence policy-making to support women
entrepreneurs, particularly in the context of the Kigoma region and Tanzania's broader
economic goals.

Overall, the manuscript has significant potential to contribute to the literature on women
entrepreneurship and agribusiness profitability.
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