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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The study discusses the importance of cooperatives in improving market access with respect to shea industry. It produces tangible proof of the efficacy of collectivism in enhancing market efficiency and economic strength. The results provide useful implications for policymakers and agribusiness stakeholders. The study also provides evidence based on the principal demographic determinants of market access. These insights can be useful for further academic inquiry and intervention regarding the shea sector.


	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not, please suggest an alternative title)


	"The author(s) should consider including the name of the country (Ghana), where the study was conducted, in the title."
Thus: 
Strengthening Market Access Through Cooperative Action: Insights from Shea Cooperatives in Tamale Metropolis, Ghana


	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.
	The aim of the study in the abstract should be rephrased to enhance clarity, coherence, and precision.


	

	Is the manuscript scientifically correct? Please write here.
	Yes, because it follows a clearly defined research methodology, including proper aim, appropriate methods used during the experiment, and statistics performed throughout and making relevant conclusions.

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions for additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	Authors should consider incorporating recent literature from 2020 to 2024 to enhance the depth and relevance of their work. Notable examples include:
1. Katsekpor, J. T., Adom-Asamoah, G., & Morgan, A. K. (2024). Economic empowerment among female shea actors: the case of Savelugu District, Ghana. Cogent Social Sciences, 10(1). https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2023.2299105
2. Opoku-Mensah, S., Mahama Al-Hassan, R., & Awo, M. (2024). Relationship, governance, and upgrading opportunities in the Shea value Chain: a descriptive analysis from Northern Ghana. Forests, Trees and Livelihoods, 33(2), 158–178. https://doi.org/10.1080/14728028.2024.2314126

	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	The language used is communicable but with minor grammatical issues. Authors may use Grammarly to clean up the text and correct spelling, increasing clarity and thus ensuring grammatical accuracy.


	

	Optional/General comments


	1. The author (s) should clearly articulate the policy implications of their study or constructive suggestions for improving market access among the shea cooperatives. This could include suggestions for government interventions, cooperative development strategies, or industry best practices that support sustainable growth and economic empowerment.

2. The author(s) should explicitly mention the country where the study was conducted in the Methodology section, under the Study Area subsection. This is to bring out so that anyone reading understands the context better.
3. Under the 3.4 Sources of Data and Methods of Data Collection heading, the author (s) have stated that secondary sources included both published and unpublished reports on topics related to
i. The use of alternative sources of electricity/energy.

ii. The meaning of the concept of alternative energy, the link between alternative energy and sustainable poverty reduction and environmental quality, and the available technologies.
However, the manuscript is under market access of shea cooperatives, 

(A) The author(s) should tune to reports that includes;

· Local and international market dynamics and trade patterns of shea butter.

· Challenges and prospects for market access by smallholder shea cooperatives.

· Shea butter industry and the supply value-chain.

· Government policies supporting development and market access for cooperatives.

· Economic impact evaluations of shea butter trade on rural livelihoods.

The secondary sources will then be more likely to align with the aims of the study and add value to it.

(B) The author(s) should consider replacing the statements with another relevant and well-supported explanation.
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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