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	PART  1: Comments



	
	Reviewer’s comment

Artificial Intelligence (AI) generated or assisted review comments are strictly prohibited during peer review.

	Author’s Feedback (Please correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Please write a few sentences regarding the importance of this manuscript for the scientific community. A minimum of 3-4 sentences may be required for this part.


	The research on preservation of postharvest quality of jujube fruits is relevant to drive to reduce food waste. Also, the choice of sustainable and bioactive packaging solution is supportive of environmental sustainability. The manuscript is relevant to the scientific community and could be applied to solve postharvest challenge of jujube.
	

	Is the title of the article suitable?

(If not please suggest an alternative title)


	No. I suggest “Development of Aloe Vera Gel and Ascorbic Acid Based Edible Coatings for Maintenance of Postharvest Quality of Indian Jujube (Ziziphus mauritiana) or “Influence of Edible Coatings from Aloe Vera Gel and Ascorbic Acid on Postharvest Quality of Indian Jujube (Ziziphus mauritiana)”
	

	Is the abstract of the article comprehensive? Do you suggest the addition (or deletion) of some points in this section? Please write your suggestions here.


	Summarize the results gotten from the study. The result part of abstract does not align with the results generated from this study. While ripening was not measured, it was reported in the abstract. The abstract should mirror the study and only include results obtained directly from the current study. 

	

	Is the manuscript scientifically, correct? Please write here.
	1. Reconfirm this statement section 2.1, “In total, 24 uniform and unripe Indian Jujube fruits were used in the experiment (Sogvar et al., 2016)”. With destructive methods of TSS, pH, etc., 24 fruits may not have been enough. Were there no replicates for analysis? Check.
2. Mention storage condition during the experiment – ambient? Temperature? humidity? Refrigerated? 

3. “The coated fruits exhibited lower TSS levels due to the reduced respiration rate, which slowed down sugar metabolism. During storage, TSS levels typically increase as a result of respiration, which converts complex carbohydrates into simple sugars. The application of AG and AA coatings effectively reduced respiration, thereby delaying sugar conversion and extending fruit freshness” Is this substantiated from current study? If not include reference and recast with words “could be as result of…” instead of the certainty portrayed.
4. In your discussion, you mentioned that the weight loss of controlled sample reached 27.35% at 15 days, but your table shows 23.26%. Which is correct?
5. This is the same with 14.69% in AG+5% in discussion, while table show 14.72%. Please check all and align figures in discussion and tables.
6. On day 15, the highest TSS value was observed in the control samples (23.26° Brix), while in the table it shows 15.16%. Which is correct?

7. “The coated fruits exhibited lower TSS levels due to the reduced respiration rate, which slowed down sugar metabolism. During storage, TSS levels typically increase as a result of respiration, which converts complex carbohydrates into simple sugars. The application of AG and AA coatings effectively reduced respiration, thereby delaying sugar conversion and extending fruit freshness” How did you arrive at this? Is it part of the findings from this research. If not, adopt recommendation in comment 2 above.
8. Write proper title for tables and figures e.g. Weight loss and TSS of coated and uncoated Indian jujube. Table titles should be self-descriptive and contain all relevant information. 

9. “Total antioxidant activity in Indian Jujube showed a drastic change in the untreated samples. However, there was a gradual increase in the treated samples.” Is this statement correct? From the graph, there was decrease in antioxidant activity. Do you mean was gradual decrease? Also qualify the drastic change mentioned for untreated samples, increase or decrease?
10. Consider including pictures at the end of the storage for each category.

11. Why visual properties in conclusion section? Was this measured/analysed in the course of the experiment. I didn’t see it anywhere as part of the result. Check and correct. Also, storage period. Did you determine the final shelf-life of each of the sample group. 
12. “According to the experiment, edible coatings made from AG and AA were used as a preservative; it extended the harvested fruits shelf life, reduced water, and moisture loss, delays the ripening process, and prevent microbial growth, specifically in fresh fruits and vegetables.” Shelf life, ripening indicators (ethylene productions), microbial growth were not measured in this article. 

13. Concentrate on properties measured during the experiment in your conclusion section. 

14. Conclusion needs to improve further with some recommendations. 

15. The following studies are helpful for this study. The author can cite the latest papers in the introduction and results section. DOI: 10.12691/ajfst-12-2-1 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.postharvbio.2023.112689; https://doi.org/10.9734/afsj/2024/v23i4706;https://doi.org/10.1016/j.postharvbio.2023.112503

	

	Are the references sufficient and recent? If you have suggestions of additional references, please mention them in the review form.
	1. Some references have DOI while others do not have. Include DOIs for all references
2. Check intext citations for consistency in italicizing of et al. 
	

	Is the language/English quality of the article suitable for scholarly communications?


	Yes. Check for typographical and grammatical errors for correction.
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	Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer, correct the manuscript and highlight that part in the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors should write his/her feedback here)

	Are there ethical issues in this manuscript? 


	(If yes, Kindly please write down the ethical issues here in details)
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