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Characterization of Variability of Soil Properties using Geo-statistical Approach for Muzaffarpur district of Bihar



ABSTRACT
Crop production is governed by three factors, viz., soil, inputs and climatic condition. Climatic conditions are beyond human control whereas soil and other inputs can be altered to enhance crop production. An understanding of soil properties is required for sustainable management of soil to reduce soil erosion and enhance soil health and fertility level. The variability of soil properties is needed for agricultural productivity, food safety and environmental modelling. The present study was conducted in soils of Muzaffarpur district in Bihar, India to understand the Variability of soil Properties Using Geostatistical Approach. Soil pH, electric conductivity (EC), organic carbon(OC), sulphur (s) and zinc(Zn)were measured. Spatial maps of soil properties were prepared using the semivariogram model through Kriging techniques.The nugget-sill ratio for pH ranged between 0.25- 0.75, indicating a moderate level of spatial dependence among the variables. For soil properties such as EC, OC, S, and Zn, the nugget-sill ratio was greater than 0.75, indicating a weak level of spatial dependence for these variables. The cross-validation results illustrated the smoothing effect of the spatial prediction. The present study suggests that the geostatistical model can directly reveal the spatial variability of soils.
Key words: Geostatistics, spatial variability, Variogram, Kriging, cross-validation 
1. INTRODUCTION 







Crop production is governed by three factors, viz., soil, inputs and climatic condition. Climatic conditions are beyond human control whereas soil and other inputs can be altered to enhance crop production. The quality of soil and its inherent characteristics in a field helps to determine whether the field is ready for planting a crop or not. An understanding of soil properties is required for sustainable management of soil to reduce soil erosion and enhance soil health and fertility level (Thapa and Yila, 2012; Zhao et al., 2013). Management practices affect the direction and degree of changes in soil properties. The elements of irrigation, fertilization, and soil formation (e.g, soil parent materials) are responsible for spatial variability in soil properties (Davatgar et al., 2012).
	If field areas are uniformly managed, there is chance of over application of inputs to high nutrient content areas, and lack input applications to low nutrient content areas with [Abd-Elmabod et al., 2010], thus leading to soil degradation. It will be possible to control the detrimental effects on agricultural production by using specialised soil management practises once the spatial variation of soil nutrients is understood. (Ge et al., 2007). There have been many studies documenting the important role of spatial variability in soil properties for determining the site-specific agricultural management strategies. Farmers and researchers know that crop yields are not uniform across their fields as some locations consistently produce higher or lower yields than the field average. Hence information on spatial variability of soil properties is vital for improving soil management and hence crop productivity. The spatial distribution of soil properties is considered a fundamental input of any sustainable agricultural planning (Aboelsoud and Abdelrahman, 2017). It also helps in saving effort, time, and cost for any cultivation process. Behera et al., 2015 studied spatial variability of soil properties in various soils under diverse management systems worldwide. 
	Precision agriculture is one of the most important recent advances for sustainable agricultural development (Far and Rezaei-Moghaddam, 2018). It includes judicious use of crop inputs. Its advantages include improved crop yield or quality, more effective management of agricultural inputs, and increased environmental sustainability (better air, water and soil quality). Knowledge of soil variation has a critical role in achieving the objectives of precision agriculture. Thus, it requires quantitative characterization of variation in soil properties at local level. Availability of accurate and continuous spatial data is important for informed decision making which is difficult and entails an expensive process. Thus, geostatistics play an important role in spatial soil analyses by highlighting variations between different parts of a study area. There have been man studies that preferred geostatistics methods (Kriging) over others (Zhang et al., 2013). 
Geostatistics is a branch of statistics that focuses on the analysis and interpretation of data with a geographic component (Webster and Oliver 2007, Nielsen and Wendroth 2003). Geostatistical estimation predicts soil characteristics at un-sampled locations by taking into account the spatial correlation between sampled and estimated points, which reduces associated costs and estimation error. [Saito et al., 2005]. The accuracy of such predictions, however, depends on the quality of information on the soil and crops. Hence, geostatistics help in achieving the target of sustainable agriculture by providing valuable information about soil properties. This information contributes to delineate soil management zones in a region by knowing what, when, where, and how much farming inputs will maintain soil productivity along with minimizing costs as well as decreasing the environmental impact (Shaddad 2018, Bogunovic et al., 2017; Shukla et al., 2017; Abd-Elmabod et al., 2019). Relevant and detailed geo-information is a prerequisite for successful management of natural resources in many applied environmental and geosciences.
2. MATERIALS AND METHODS
2.1 Study area
Muzaffarpur is the one of the districts of North Bihar. It is divided in 16 blocks. Agriculture is the main economic occupation of the district. The area is part of the productive Indo-Genetic Plains and has a comparatively high farming intensity. It comes under the agro-ecological Zone-1 of the state i.e., North-West Alluvial plains zone and is noted for its fertile alluvial soil. soil type is heavy textured sandy loam to clayey, and the climate ranges from dry to moist sub-humid. Muzaffarpur is located at -N and -E. Important rivers including as the Bagmati, BurhiGandak, Gandak, and Lakhandei river flow through the Muzaffarpur district. It results in a very fertile land (Alluvial soil). Even three crops are being harvested annually by the farmers.
2.2 Soil Sampling and analysis

A total of 1407 geo-referenced soil samples (Figure 1) were collected from various farmers’ field in the study area under All India Coordinated Research Project (AICRP) on Micronutrients running in the department of Soil Science in (Dr. Rajendra Prasad Central Agricultural University (RPCAU), Pusa. The coordinates (latitude and longitude) of data samples were originally in degree decimal (unprotected geographic coordinate system).  For analysis, it was converted to Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinate system with coordinates (Northing and Easting) given in meters.  
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Figure 1: Location and sampling points map of the study area

All the soil samples collected from surface soil (0-15 cm) were allowed to air dry in the shade for a few days, then crushed with a wooden roller and sieved through a sieve of 2 mm size. The processed soil samples were then tested for physical and chemical properties.  Potential of hydrogen (pH) was tested by potentiometry with the ratio of 1:2.5 between soil and distilled water. Organic carbon content of the soil samples was determined by the Walkley and Black (1934) method as described by Jackson (1956). DTPA (Diethylene triamine penta-acetic acid) extracting solution (0.005 M DTPA + 0.1 M TEA + 0.01M CaCl2 buffered at pH 7.3) in the soil to solution ratio of 1:2 agitated for two hours extraction of available micronutrient cations (Zn and Cu) (Lindsay and Novell, 1978) was done. Using an Atomic Absorption Spectrophotometer, the accessible micronutrients in the clear aliquot were determined (Perkin Elmer A Analyst 200).Soil available P was measured by Spectrophotometer,ensuing wet ingestion in concentrated H2SO4 [25]. Potassium (K) wasmeasured by Flame Spectrophotometer following wet digestion in HFHCIO4[26]. Nitrogen (N) was calculated using the method followed byRef. [27].

2.3 Statistical Analysis

Exploratory Statistical Analysis
To explain the distribution of the soil properties datasets, statistical measures like mean, Standard deviation, Coefficient of Variation, skewness, and kurtosis were generated for the variables under consideration. To evaluate the variability of the various data sets, the coefficient of variation was applied. The ratio of the third moment about the mean and the third power of the standard deviation is used to express skewness, and the ratio of the fourth moment about the mean and the fourth power of the standard deviation is used to express kurtosis. The asymmetry of a random variable's probability distribution is measured by its skewness. Values of skewness between -1 and +1 indicate a normal distribution. To reduce variance, non-normal data were modified. The altered data were then used to recalculate normality tests, as the asymmetry in the data distribution has a significant impact on the geo-statistical analysis (Fu et al., 2010).
Geo-statistical analysis
A geostatistical analyst package of QGIS software is used for modelling the semivariogram and producing the salinity map using kriging techniques.Toanalyze the spatial correlations among the obtained data points, a semivariogram was calculated.To evaluate soil parameters and their relationship to relief variables and land use features, geostatistical approaches were used.Spatial inconsistency is estimated as a semivariogram which portrayS the mean square variability between the two neighbouring sample locations of distance h as shown in Eq. (1)
=
         Where:  magnitude of the lag distance between the two samples locations, N(h) is the number of data pairs within a given class of distance and direction; z is the measured variable at location xi, and i = 1, 2 …...
The experimental semivariogram was calculated using all sets of point pairs that were separated by lag h. The variogram describes the spatial correlation of a spatial varying property. variograms have been constructed to assess the degree of spatial continuity of soil characteristics among data points and to estimate a range of spatial dependency for each parameter. In a highly spatially correlated variable, the semi variogram increase from low values near origin to the larger values as h increases. Information obtained through variograms have been used further to calculate sample weighted factors for spatial interpolation by kriging procedure (Isaaks and Srivastava 1989).The soil variable was thought to be strongly spatially dependent or strongly distributed in patches if the ratio was less than 25%; moderately spatially dependent if it was between 26 and 75 %; weakly spatially dependent if it was more than 75 %; and non-spatially correlated if it was % or the slope of the semivariogram was close to zero (pure nugget).The four models applied to the variogram include linear, spherical, gaussian and exponential. 
· Linear model    
=  + C(h/R)

· Spherical model
=
· Gaussian model
=
· Exponential model

=
where,      
 theoretical semivariogram           
 = Nugget       
C = Partrial sill    
=Sill     
The variables that define the spatial structure of a soil property are the ratio /(+C) and the range. The range determines how closely the soil property values are connected with one another, and the /(+C) relation indicates the fraction in the dependent zone (Parfitt et al., 2009). After being reviewed, the soil data variogram models were utilised to create maps using standard kriging interpolation (Ayoubiet al., 2007). For soil attributes spatial interpolation, ordinary kriging was chosen as the preferred method since it was more trustworthy than the other interpolation techniques based on the mean squared error, which contrasts the observed values with the anticipated ones. A further benefit of standard kriging is that it reduces the impact of outliers (Triantafiliset al., 2001). Kriging interpolates values at unmeasured places using the values estimated from the variogram. The soil nutrient maps were evaluated through cross-validation approach. The accuracy of spatial interpolation or predictive models is critical as it determines the quality of interpolated values. Among three evaluation indices used in this study, mean absolute error (MAE), and mean squared error (MSE) measure the accuracy of prediction, whereas goodness of prediction (G) measures the effectiveness of prediction. The MAE is a measure of the sum of the residuals (e.g., predicted minus observed): 
MAE
Where, z(x) is the predicted value at location i
MSE=
G = 0
G measure gives an indication of how effective a prediction might be relative to that which could have been derived from using sample mean alone (Schloeder et al. 2001). 
3. Results and discussion
Descriptive statistics of soil properties
The descriptive characteristics of soil properties were represented in Table 1. Soil pH value ranged from 6.8-10.30, with a mean 8.36 and CV is 6.37. The spatial distribution of electric conductivity (EC) in the study area has the mean value 0.36 dsm-1 and ranges from 0.09-1.72 where EC< 4 indicates that soil is free from salinity. EC is highest (1.72) at the Gaurahiya village in Kurhani block.

Table1:Descriptive statistical analysis of soil properties
	Soil parameters
(unit)
	Minimum
	Maximum
	Mean
	Standard
Deviation
	CV
	Kurtosis
	Skewness

	pH
	6.80
	10.30
	8.36
	0.53
	6.37
	0.45
	-0.10

	EC (ds/m)
	0.09
	1.72
	0.36
	0.20
	55.56
	9.64
	2.57

	OC (%)
	0.06
	1.10
	0.38
	0.13
	33.97
	2.93
	1.04

	S (ppm)
	3.50
	41.90
	16.94
	6.52
	38.47
	1.13
	1.02

	Zn (ppm)
	0.06
	7.48
	1.76
	1.38
	78.44
	1.21
	1.29



It varied from 0.06 to 1.10%, with a mean 0.38%. The maximum value (1.10%) obtained at Mohabbat village in parooblock. Organic carbon (OC) is observed to have moderate variability across the study area with CV of 33.97%. the Sulphur concentration at sampled locations. The range of sulphur varies from 3.50 to 41.90kg/ha with an average concentration of 16.94kg/ha. It exhibited very high variability (38.47%) across the study area.The Zinc concentration at sampled locations. The range of Zn varies from 0.06 to 7.48ppm with an average concentration of 1.76ppm. It exhibited very high variability (78.44%) across the study area.
Correlation analysis
Correlation studies among different soil parameters are given in Table 2. EC and Zn are observed to be significantly and positively correlated with soil pH whereas OC and Sare observed to be significantly and negative correlated. Zn is observed to be significantly and positively correlated with electrical conductivity (EC) while OC is observed to be negative correlated with electrical conductivity(EC). S is positively correlated with electrical conductivity (EC). S is observed to be significantly and positive correlated with OC while Zn is observed to be negative correlated with organic carban (OC). Zn is observed to be significantly and positive correlated with sulphur(S).
Table 2: Pearson’s correlation coefficients for soil parameters
	Variables
	pH
	EC
	OC
	S
	Zn

	Ph
	1
	
	
	
	

	EC
	0.146**
	1
	
	
	

	OC
	-0.067*
	-0.048
	1
	
	

	S
	-0.081**
	0.048
	0.158**
	1
	

	Zn
	0.076**
	0.114**
	-0.005
	0.181**
	1


Note:   ** p < 0.01; * p<0.05
Table 3: Geostatistical parameters for fitted variogram for soil parameters 
	Soil parameter
	Fitted Model
	Nugget
 (
	Sill

	Range
	Nugget/sill
	Spatial dependence
	

	pH
	Spherical
	0.146
	0.272
	10.631
	0.535
	Moderate
	0.71

	EC (ds/m)
	Spherical
	0.034
	0.039
	36.424
	0.864
	Weak
	0.63

	OC (%)
	Spherical
	0.015
	0.016
	34.713
	0.919
	Weak
	0.58

	S (ppm)
	Spherical
	81.441
	102.986
	4.393
	0.791
	Weak
	0.58

	Zn (ppm)
	Spherical
	2.175
	2.420
	26.36
	0.898
	Weak
	0.59





Geostatistical analysis
The autocorrelation function results showed variation in the spatial variation of soil properties.Fig2(a) presents the variogram and fitted model for soil pH. It shows spatial correlation to a greater distance i.e. up to 10.631km. The nugget sill ratio for soil pH is observed to be approximately 53% thus indicating a moderate spatial dependence (Table 3) in the study area. 71% of the variation in ( ) data points are captured by the fitted model thus indicating a good fit.Fig2(b) presents the variogram and fitted model for electrical conductivity. Electrical conductivity exhibited spatial dependence distance, the range being 36.424 km as shown in Table 3 The nugget sill ratio for EC is observed to be approximately 86.4% thus indicating a weak spatial dependence in the study area. The goodness of fit statistic is observed to be 63%. Fig2(c) presents the variogram and fitted model for organic carbon. Organic carbon exhibited spatial dependence up 34.713 kms (Table 3). The nugget-sill ratio for OC is observed to be approximately 91% thus indicating a weak spatial dependence in the study area. The goodness of fit statistic is observed to be 58%.Fig2(d)presents the variogram and fitted model for soil available sulphur. It showed spatial dependence up to 4.393 kms. The nugget sill ratio for soil pH is observed to be approximately 79 % thus indicating a weak spatial dependence (Table 3) in the study area. 58% of the variation in data points is captured by the fitted model thus indicating a good fit.Fig. 2(e) presents the variogram and fitted model for soil available Zn. It showed spatial dependence up to 26.36 kms. The nugget sill ratio for soil pH is observed to be approximately 89 % thus indicating a weak spatial dependence (Table 3) in the study area. 59%of the variation in data points is captured by the fitted model thus indicating a goodfit.
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Fig.2(a) Variograms with fitted model for pH
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Fig.2(b) Variograms with fitted model for EC
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Fig.2(c) Variograms with fitted model for OC
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Fig.2(d) Variograms with fitted model for S
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Fig.2(e) Variograms with fitted model for Zn

	




Spatial Interpolation of Soil Properties
Spatial interpolation of soil properties:

Spatial distribution map and prediction varianceof soil properties like soil pH, OC, EC, S and Zn using ordinary kringing (OK) interpolation methods. The blue dots in spatial distribution map fig3(a) and predicted variance map fig3(b) represent the sample locations from where the measurements on soil parameters have been included in the study. The map shows the value of soil pH within a range of 6.80 to 10.30 in Muzaffarpur district. The green-coloured patchy distribution in spatial distribution map shows highest pH while red coloured shows lowest pH.The predicted variance fig3(b) seemto be low acrossthe whole region thus suggesting a good prediction.From the fig3(c) of the spatial distribution map of electric conductivity it is revealed that there are small patchy of green coloured shows higher salinity only selected area in western part of Muzaffarpur while major portion of study area don’t have salinity. The blue colour patches in prediction variance map fig3(d) shows low variance only around the sample location. It is observed to be relatively high at other un-sampled location indicated by colour red.
From the fig3(e) of the spatial distribution map of organic carbon it is revealed that there are small patchy of green coloured shows higher organic carbon in study area. while major portion of study area have low organic carbon indicated red coloured patches. The prediction variance map fig3(f) shows low variance only around the sample location indicated by colour blue. It is observed to be relatively high at other un-sampled location indicated by colour red.
From the fig.3(g) of the spatial distribution map of Sulphur it is revealed that there are small patchy of red coloured area shows higher Sulphur in study area. While major portion of study area have low Sulphur indicated green coloured patches. The prediction variance map fig 3(h) shows low to medium variance only around the sample location indicated by colour blue and yellow. It is observed to be relatively high at other un-sampled location indicated by colour red.
From the fig.3(i) of the spatial distribution map of zinc it is revealed that the lot variation is present in the study area. High to low zinc content area is present in the study area. High zinc content is shown by green color while the low zinc content is shown by red color. The prediction variance map fig.3(j) shows low variance only around the sample location indicated by colour blue. It is observed to be relatively high at other un-sampled location indicated by colour red.
Cross-validation
The cross-validation procedure created for testing the semivariogram model tests the OK method at each sample position by neighbouring samples after evaluating approximations with actual values. Present analysis also reports that most of soil properties had low MAE (Table 4), for soil parameters a good indicator of accurate prediction. MSE is also low for all parameter. All of the soil parameters have G values greater than 0 (Table 4), which suggests that using semi variogram parameters for spatial prediction is preferable than assuming the mean of the observed value as the value of the parameter for un-sampled locations.
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Fig 3(a)Spatial distribution map of pH
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Fig 3(b)Prediction variance of pH
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Fig 3(c)Spatial distribution map of EC
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Fig 3(d)Prediction variance of EC

	[image: ]
High [image: ]Low
Fig 3(e)Spatial distribution map of OC
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Fig 3(f)Prediction variance of OC
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Fig 3(g)Spatial distribution map of S
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Fig 3(h)Prediction variance of S
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Fig 3(i)Spatial distribution map of Zn
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Fig 3(j)Prediction variance of Zn



Table 4: Evaluation performance of kriging map of soil parameters through cross-validation

	Soil parameter
	Mean absolute error
	Mean square error
	Goodness of prediction (%)

	pH
	0.23
	0.16
	11.29

	EC (ds/m)
	0.41
	0.03
	12.14

	OC (%)
	0.94
	0.01
	12.35

	S (ppm)
	3.44
	93.51
	8.92

	Zn (ppm)
	0.81
	2.13
	11.21




Conclusion
Understanding geographical distribution and precise mapping of soil properties at large scale are very important for soil conservation and environmental modeling. Geographical models were fitted for five soil properties namely soil pH, EC, OC, S and Zn. Semivariogram models for each soil property were identiﬁed using a cross-validation approach. Cross-validation of semivariogram techniques derived through OK portrayed that spatial extrapolation of soil properties was more accurate than assuming the mean of the observed values at any unmeasured location. Finally, five prediction maps were developed using best ﬁt semivariogram models with OK. The outcomes of the present work were valuables by depicting the effect of poor management practices on soil quality parameters. The preponderance of soil properties represented a moderate spatial dependency at short distances in the soil. Finally, the result derived in this study may help farmers.
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