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Optional/General comments 
 

Overall the study seems well conducted and the study well written. 

I would like it to be better clarified in the introduction why it was chosen to conduct this study and why 

in Jamaica. 

In the Results it is not immediately clear who was treated with finasteride and who with dutasteride. 

The Conclusion is too concise, I would also speak a little about other adverse events (at least one more 

sentence). 

By fixing these little things, I like the rest. 

 

Whilst the adverse effects of 5-ARIs are well recognized, there may 
be variability in their prevalence in different populations due to cultural 
and psychological differences. Therefore, it is imperative to establish 
the prevalence of these adverse effects in the local population of a 
practicing urologist. 
 
The distinction of the 5-ARI was stated in the self reported effects 
(table 2). However, the distinction was not made for the sexual and 
depression scores (table 4) but could be inferred from table 3. The 
aim was not to compare the 5-ARIs 
The conclusion was modified to include “Depression and 
gynaecomastia are not recognized short term adverse effects of 5-
ARIs” 
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