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Optional/General comments

Review Comments on the Manuscript

This manuscript provides valuable insights into the language learning experiences and
challenges faced by deaf students in multilingual classrooms, focusing on Kitwe College of
Education. The study addresses a critical gap in understanding how curricula designed for
hearing students impact the literacy development of deaf learners, particularly in Zambia. The
case study approach, involving diverse cohorts and methods such as focus groups, observations,
and document reviews, ensures a comprehensive exploration of the issue.

The findings are significant, highlighting barriers such as reliance on auditory-based instruction,
inconsistent access to sign language interpreters, and challenges in understanding English-
based literacy instruction. The emphasis on the value of peer teaching and the role of Zambian
Sign Language (ZSL) and visual aids as mitigating strategies is commendable. Additionally, the
recommendations for curriculum adaptation, inclusive teaching strategies, and revised
educational policies are both practical and relevant.

However, the manuscript could benefit from more detailed discussions on a few points. For
instance, while stratified purposive sampling was used, the rationale for selecting 15 students
could be elaborated to clarify its representativeness. Additionally, greater emphasis on how the
thematic analysis was conducted and triangulated with the different data sources would
strengthen the methodological rigor. Finally, the discussion section could more explicitly connect
findings to existing literature on inclusive education for deaf learners.

Overall, this manuscript makes a significant contribution to the field of inclusive education. With
minor revisions to methodology and contextual framing, it has the potential to inform meaningful
policy and practice improvements.

Strengths:
The manuscript addresses an important gap, exploring how curricula designed for
hearing students affect deaf learners' literacy development.

The case study approach and diverse data collection methods (focus groups,
observations, and document reviews) provide a comprehensive perspective.

The findings highlight significant challenges (e.g., auditory-based instruction, inconsistent
access to interpreters) and offer practical recommendations for curriculum adaptation
and policy reforms.

Methodology:

The rationale for selecting 15 students through stratified purposive sampling should be
elaborated to clarify its representativeness.

Thematic analysis requires more detailed explanation, including how findings were triangulated
across data sources.

Discussion:
The discussion could be strengthened by explicitly connecting findings to existing
literature on inclusive education for deaf learners.

Overall Contribution:

The manuscript provides valuable insights and practical recommendations. With minor revisions
to the methodology and discussion, it holds potential for significant contributions to inclusive
education policy and practice.
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